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Art Unit: 3677 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 10 has been objected to because of the following informalities: 

It appears that the dependency of claim 10 is incorrect. It appears that the 
claim should depend from claim 9 because there is no antecedent basis for the 
stabilizing device. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 20 and 25 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Buckthorpe, 3981697. 

Regarding claims 20 and 25, Buckthorpe discloses a clip (figure 4) for 
securing a trim strip (figure 2) to a vehicle body (12) comprising a first portion 
(50) having latitudinally extending grooves (52, 54) and a flange device (57) for 
mating with a trim strip flange device (25, figure 2). Buckthorpe also discloses a 
separable second portion (31) that is received along an axis of the grooves (52, 
54) through an opening in a side of the first portion and is slidably coupled within 
the grooves of the first portion to allow relative movement between the first and 
second portions along the axis. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-6, 9-11, 18, 19, 21-24, and 26 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Buckthorpe in view of Lang, 4698882. 

Regarding claims 1, 1 1,18 and 26, Buckthorpe discloses a clip (figure 4) 
for securing a trim strip (figure 2) to a vehicle body (12) comprising a first portion 
(50) having latitudinally extending grooves (52, 54) and a flange device (57) for 
mating with a trim strip flange device (25, figure 2). Buckthorpe also discloses a 
separable second portion (31) that is received along an axis of the grooves (52) 
through an opening in a side of the first portion and is slidably coupled within the 
grooves of the first portion to allow relative movement between the first and 
second portions along the axis. 

Buckthorpe fails to disclose a second portion capable of being disposed 
for securely mounting to a T-stud of the vehicle body. Buckthorpe discloses a 
retainer stud for mounting the second portion (31 ) to the vehicle body. 

Lang discloses the use of a T-stud (55) and an aperture (27) with a flange 
for mounting the second portion of the clip to a vehicle body. Buckthorpe 
discloses a retainer stud and an aperture for mounting the second portion (31) to 
the vehicle body. Both types of securing devices work equally as well as the 
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other in securing the clip to the vehicle body. The specification is also silent as to 
the criticality of the T-stud and aperture mounting device. Also, the T-stud and 
aperture securing device allows for the easy removal of the clip. Therefore, for 
the reasons indicated above, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Buckthorpe' s securing device to include an 
aperture and T-stud for securing the clip to the vehicle body. 

Regarding claim 3, Buckthorpe discloses a pair of flanges (25, 57) that 
make up the securing devices. 

Regarding claim 4, Buckthorpe discloses a clip that allows positioning of 
the trim strip relative to the vehicle. 

Regarding claims 5 and 19, Buckthorpe discloses a ratcheting device (35, 

54). 

Regarding claim 6, Buckthorpe discloses teeth on both portions of the 
ratcheting device (figure 4). 

Regarding claims 9 and 10, Buckthorpe discloses a stabilizing device, i.e., 
the grooves above projections 53. 

Regarding claims 2, 21 , Buckthorpe discloses wrapping the trim about the 
securing means to securing the trim to the clip, but fails to disclose a toothed 
opening in the securing means for receiving the toothed extension of the trim. 

Lang discloses a toothed opening (38) for positioning the trim by receiving 
a toothed extension of the trim. Lang also discloses a plurality of teeth (37) that 
are capable of mating with a plurality of teeth on a piece of trim. 
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Both arrangements work equally as well as the other in positioning the trim 
on the clip. The specification also fails to disclose any criticality with the toothed 
securing arrangement. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Buckthorpe's securing means to include a toothed opening as an 
alternative means for postioning the trim on the clip. 

Regarding claims 22-23, Buckthorpe discloses a means for limiting 
movement of the first portion relative to the second portion along the first axis in 
only one direction (35, 54). 

Regarding claims 24, Buckthorpe discloses a means for attaching (33) the 
second portion to the body. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 7 and 8 have been objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jack W. Lavinder whose telephone number is 571-272- 
71 19. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday, 9-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Swann can be reached on 571-272-7075. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). A i \(\V 
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